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New report released under “Canada in a Changing Climate”
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What is the National Issues Report? 

• Addresses climate change impacts and adaptation 
issues of national importance or that are best 
understood through an integrated, pan-Canadian 
perspective. 

• Answers the questions:

– What do changes in climate mean for those living in 
Canada?

– How can we adapt to reduce risks and costs and take 
advantage of potential opportunities?

– Where have we made progress on addressing climate 
change impacts and adaptation? 

– Where do gaps in knowledge and action remain?

– What are the key emerging issues? 
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Interactive website: changingclimate.ca
Key features include:

• Embedded video;

• Illustrative photos;

• Shareable content; 

• Downloadable figures 

(some interactive);

• Hyperlinks between 

sections and reports;

• Frequently asked 

questions; and

• Case Story map.

All reports are being delivered digitally

Chapters also available as accessible PDFs on the NRCan website and on changingclimate.ca
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https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/maps-tools-and-publications/publications/climate-change-publications/canada-changing-climate-reports/canada-changing-climate-national-issues/21097
http://changingclimate.ca/


Chapters on social, environmental and economic themes

1. Introduction (NRCan)

2. Cities and Towns (Vancouver Coastal Health)

3. Rural and Remote Communities (Memorial University)

4. Water Resources (Global Institute for Water Security, Universities of Saskatchewan & 

Calgary)

5. Ecosystem Services (David Suzuki Foundation)

6. Costs and Benefits of Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation (All One Sky Foundation 

& Basque Centre for Climate Change)

7. Sector Impacts and Adaptation (Natural Resources Canada)

8. Climate Disclosure, Litigation and Finance (Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction)

9. International Dimensions (ESSA Technologies Ltd.)
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KEY FINDING 1 of 7

Communities of all sizes across the country are experiencing the 

impacts of climate change on their infrastructure, health and 

wellbeing, cultures and economies. 

• Impacts on infrastructure and service 

delivery (especially from extreme events) 

are key risks. 

• Losses are both measurable (e.g., 

economic) and intangible (e.g., loss of 

identity and sense of place).

• Impacts are felt unequally across society.

Key finding 1/2



• Ecosystem services (e.g., food provision, 
clean air and water, climate regulation, etc.) 
are being threatened by extreme events 
and shifts in seasonal patterns. 

• Climate change is exacerbating water 
availability and quality issues, as well as 
changing the nature and timing of floods 
and droughts. 

• Ecosystems are part of the solution—
nature-based approaches to adaptation 
maximize benefits.

Changes in climate are threatening the vital services that 

Canada’s ecosystems provide and are negatively impacting 

our water resources. 

Key finding 2/2



Rural and Remote Communities Chapter 3

• Climate change is affecting rural and remote communities

• Local and Indigenous Knowledge are key to adaptation and understanding 

climate impacts

• Climate change is challenging livelihoods and economies

• Critical infrastructure and services are at risk

• Individual and community health and well-being are being negatively affected

• Climate change is resulting in intangible losses and damages

• Local participation in adaptation decision-making improves outcomes

Key message takeaways 

CLA’s: Kelly Vodden and 
Ashlee Cunsulo



Rural and Remote Communities Chapter 3



Rural and Remote Communities Chapter 3



Conclusion

The report clearly demonstrates that: 

• Climate change affects nearly all sectors of Canada’s economy, our 

communities and our environment; 

• Increased efforts on adaptation are urgently needed; and  

• Adaptation is critical to reducing risks and negative impacts on Canadians. 

Stay tuned for release of:

• 4 regional chapters (winter 2021 onward);

• Health of Canadians in a Changing Climate Report (Jan 2022); and

• Indigenous Resilience Report (title TBD)(spring 2022).

All reports will be available at changingclimate.ca



An interactive, searchable map with 

examples of adaptation in practice 

from a range of sources in Canada, 

including the National Knowledge 

Assessment:

• Targeted to decision-makers and 

adaptation practitioners 

• Available at 

changingclimate.ca/case-studies

Map of Adaptation Actions provides examples of adaptation 
in practice

14

https://changingclimate.ca/case-studies


changingclimate.ca

Thank you / Merci à tous

Please visit / Veuillez visiter : 

For more information / Pour plus d'informations

NRcan.adaptation.RNCan@Canada.ca

Sign up for our newsletter /  Inscrivez-

vous à notre bulletin d’information :

http://changingclimate.ca/
file:///C:/Users/jszwarc/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/EC_gcdocs_nrcan/c60825534/mailto_NRcan.adaptation.RNCan@Canada.ca


Atlantic Provinces, Regional Perspectives Report

• Impacts in Atlantic Canada

• Approach to chapter
• Broad engagement process

• Nunatsiavut in NL not included (will be included in Northern 

Chapter)

• Recognizing previous work

• Areas of focus
• Coastal flooding & erosion, infrastructure, natural solutions

• Health risks associated with climate change, including social 

vulnerability

• Indigenous experiences

• Resource economies

• Approaches to building adaptive capacity
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Impacts in Atlantic 

Canada
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Hard versus soft approaches
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Intertidal reef, Souris PEI
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Natural & nature-based approaches 
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Living shorelines

• Making room for 

wetlands
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

• Emerging & Complex: 
Chignecto Isthmus
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Atlantic Provinces Chapter, Regional Perspectives Report

Questions?
sabine.dietz@climatlantic.ca
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• We will be dividing the room into groups of four. 

• Each person will be assigned a number from 1-4.

• Each group will have a “1”, “2”, “3”, and a “4”

• Your assigned number corresponds with a question, from 

the following:

Activity: Your insights on integrating climate information into 
into asset management

Integrating Climate Information into Asset Management



1. What are the main obstacles to integrating climate considerations 

into asset management? 

2. What are the opportunities for integrating climate change 

considerations into asset management?

3. Who are the various partners and stakeholders we need to bring 

to the table around climate change and asset management? 

4. If there were one thing that would help you to better integrate 

climate considerations into asset management, what would it be?

Activity: Your insights on integrating climate information 
into into asset management
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Activity: Your insights on 
integrating climate information 
into into asset management

• All number 1’s come together, all 2’s come 
together, 3’s come together, and 4’s.

• On flip charts identify:

• Common themes

• Outliers

• Your own perspectives

• One person from each group present key 
results/findings



CLIMAtlantic
Atlantic Canada 
Climate Services 
Hub



• What is CLIMAtlantic
• How will CLIMAtlantic advance 

adaptation in Atlantic Canada?
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Non-profit organization funded by the federal & provincial 
governments (Atlantic Canada)

Work in collaboration with and in support of existing initiatives

Mandate:

● deliver climate services driven by user needs

● provide access to climate information

● build local capacity

● offer training and support



How will CLIMAtlantic advance adaptation 
in Atlantic Canada?
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Throne speech 2021: 
“And to address the realities communities across the country 

already face, the Government will also strengthen action to 

prevent and prepare for floods, wildfires, droughts, coastline 

erosion, and other extreme weather worsened by climate 

change. The Government will be there to build back in 

communities devastated by these events. This will include the 

development of Canada’s first-ever National Adaptation 

Strategy.”
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What we do:

● Locate data, facilitate access to data, interpret data;
● Respond to requests for data, information etc.;
● Jointly develop tools, or adapt tools for regional & local use;
● Website, easy access, bilingual, links to tools, data, information;
● Provide curated access to information, resources & tools, guidelines;
● Ongoing needs identification across all sectors, with sectors;
● Collaborative training & mentoring with regional organizations;
● Provide information about partners & collaborators, service providers; 
● Collaborate on projects, delivery, development of project ideas.
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info@climatlantic.ca

www.climatlantic.ca

(506) 710-2226

Questions?

mailto:info@climatlantic.ca
http://www.climatlantic.ca/

